
Comment:

Rates should be set high enough to provide a reasonable buffer to 
compensate for potential revenue shortfall due to reduced 
consumptive use, collection problems, other unforeseen events.
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Policy Decision Needed:

 Will?

• Current year fees be based on prior year ET consumption, or

• Current year fees be based on estimation of current year ET 
consumption, or

• Some other method.
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Discussion:

• Using prior year ET may not reflect on current farming plans.

• Using prior year ET may require landowners to pay for someone 
else’s activities.

• Estimating current year consumption will inevitably be based on 
prior year activity.
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Discussion (continued):

These methods may require a:

• Pre-invoicing “appeal process” where landowners can propose 
their own estimation, and a

• Year-end “True-up” adjustment based on actual ET.
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Discussion:

• County Tax Roll is the right recommendation.

• County Tax Roll method will create a one-time, 6-month gap in revenue.

• JPA will need to cover the gap by:
▪ GSA direct funding
▪ Loan
▪ Other method
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